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A Message From Our President 
Dear Family and Friends,

As we begin our fifth year of operation at Brighter Horizon Foundation, we are thankful for our generous 
donors who supported us through yet another record breaking year! We held our 2022 College Reveal 
on the beautiful campus of Chestnut Hill College in May. Our Scholars continue to be presented with 
challenges as they assimilate as first generation students, but as we are all emerging from the pandemic, 
the commitment and perseverance of our Scholars inspires the Brighter Horizon team, their families 
and their fellow Scholars. Once again, we exceeded our fundraising goals, which allowed us to provide 
additional wrap around services in the categories of food, housing and mental health therapies.

Research shows that borrowers of color borrow more, struggle with repayment, have fewer resources 
and end up with far-reaching financial consequences, which further impacts their mental health. Your 
generosity is making it possible for these young Scholars to break the cycle of poverty and focus on a 
bright, prosperous future for themselves and their families.

Since our inception, we have served 53 young scholars, soon to be 60 with our 2023 cohort! As of June 
2023, we will have graduated 9 women scholars, and are beginning to see the results of the power of 
investing in young people to help them further their education, and achieve the economic mobility that 
will lift them, their families and their communities. In 2023, we will be celebrating 5 college graduates 
from the University of Miami, Pennsylvania State University, Howard University, Clark Atlanta University 
and Chestnut Hill College! All debt free due to your generosity. 

On a personal note, I am so thankful to each and every one of you for joining us on this journey. Brighter Horizon enters 2023 with the resources 
to assist 60 young scholars – once again exceeding our plan. We also hope to add another critical partnership this year to focus on providing 
more opportunities for students who have been in the foster care system. We are committed, with your continued support, to reaching our goal of 
graduating 100 Scholars debt free. Special thanks to our Board, our mentors for volunteering their time, to the Scholars for their continued hard 
work, and to the families and community partners who continue to engage every step of the way. Join us again in 2023 on Saturday, June 3, 2023 
for our 4th Annual College Reveal when we will announce where our graduating high school seniors will be attending college! 

Thankful For You, 
Yvette Dapremont Bright 
President

Brighter Horizon Foundation was founded on a simple principle: empowering students to 
be the first in their family to pursue a college degree or an associate degree in the trades.

“Live as if you were 
to die tomorrow. 

Learn as if you were 
to live forever.”
- Mahatma Gandhi



BRIGHTER HORIZON FAMILY

Board of Directors
Alana Robinson

Chairperson

Yvette Dapremont Bright
President

Alan Krigstein
Vice Chairperson

Richard Lauro
Treasurer

Lisa Santare
Secretary

E. Terry Booker
William Haggett
Stephan Roker
Megan Vesely
K’ya Jackson
Joel Catindig

Charlton Monsanto
Dr. Robbin Smart 
Paula Sunshine

Dr. Levi Thompson
Michael Vennera

Mentors
Craig Alleyne, Jr.

Alexis Bracy
Kalice Braxton
Jason Bright
Jonell Bright
Taylor Bright
Drew Brown

Morgan Bryant
Drew Carr

Jillian Carter
Josh Chawla

Kenneth Chenault, Jr.
Olivia Cooney
Virgen Cruz

Tarrynn Deavens
Marc Ferre

Megan Ferris
Haley Fish

Georgia Fox
Emily Frost

Nicholas Frost
Willis Huynh

Christian Johansen
Marcin Kolaszewski

Bria Lewis
Andrew Maloney
Shannon McGill

Mari Meas
Kenton Meronard

Logan Mobley
Jeanine Mojum

Alya Nahji
Erin Napoleon
Rebecca Okin
Zoe Otedola

Brianna Pinckney
Elliott Plotkin
Colin Redd

Shamori Roache
Johnny Rose
Megan Rosica

Sarah Sidd
Charles Sigaud
Langston Smart

Lucas Starr
Syndey Stokes
Kelsie Trappe

Casey Whyland
Erin Whyland

Isabella Wilcher
Maya Wilcher
Kevin Yang
Emily Young



SCHOLAR SPOTLIGHT
Meet Michele
Michelle Vo is a resident of Southwest 
Philadelphia and current freshmen at the 
University of Pennsylvania, of which she 
received an early decision admission. 

As the eldest of 3 immigrant children, 
Michelle has been a pillar to her family by 
translating and interpreting for her family 

starting from a very young age. With this, Michelle understood 
the power of knowledge and information, especially within the 
healthcare field. Her goal is to one day attend pharmacy school 
so that she can translate complex scientific medicines to helpful 
medicines, which can be easily understood and used. Ideally, this 
would make the industry more accessible and equitable. 

Attending the University of Pennsylvania with the support of Brighter 
Horizon has allowed Michelle to begin to obtain the education and 
network necessary to make her goals a reality. College will allow her 
to grow as a person and experience new things so that one day she 
is able to help others who are in her shoes.

MENTORS ARE OUR SECRET SAUCE!
2022 began with 47 mentors engaged with BH Scholars 
and ended with 54 mentors. The year also saw new 
growth and further maturity of the mentorship program 
with open feedback between the scholars and mentors 
and continued strong relationships throughout the 
BH community!
•	 Solicited feedback from our mentors and incorporated 

their feedback and insights into improving the 
program. This included adjustments to the new mentor 
Onboarding and Orientation Session, new methods of 
communication between mentors and scholars (and vice 
versa) and widening the types of speakers we invite to 
connect with the mentors.

•	 Focused on conversations regarding the mental health 
of our BH scholars. This came about through hosting 
a speaker series with mental health professionals 
who offered guidance and education for the mentors. 
Access to mental health apps such as Alkeme and other 
resources were introduced to support the scholars.  

•	 Welcomed new mentors who are recent college 
graduate scholars of the Brighter Horizon Program! 
As our scholars graduate from college, they will 
transition into becoming mentors so that they may 
engage with and mentor the new generation of 
Brighter Horizon Scholars.

We plan to continue to build upon these 
discoveries and relationships. Our mentors 
are a pillar in the support systems for our 
scholars, and we are committed to providing 
an open and trusting environment for their 
work with our scholars.

Scholar, Kyla, with her two Mentors, 
Drew and Jillian.

Scholar, Myles, with one of his 
Mentors, Jason.



SUCCESS METRICS

$500,000+
DONATIONS

2022 BY THE NUMBERS

$250,000+
BH COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIPS & 
OTHER SUPPORT

$440,000
BUILDING OUR 
ENDOWMENT 
FOR THE FUTURE

$45,000
DEVELOPMENT

53 
SCHOLARS SERVED 
THROUGH 2022

100%
ENTERED COLLEGE 
OR TRADE SCHOOL

100%
OF BH COLLEGE GRADUATES 
GRADUATED WITH $0 DEBT VS 
42% OF COLLEGES STUDENTS 

GRADUATE WITH 
DEBT NATIONALLY

100%
HIGH SCHOOL 

GRADUATION RATE

BH’S COLLEGE 
DROPOUT RATE IS 

7% 
COMPARED TO NATIONAL 

AVERAGE OF 30%

130+
COLLEGE 

ACCEPTANCES
TO DATE

9
SCHOLARS WILL 

HAVE GRADUATED
DEBT FREE BY JUNE 2023

SCHOLAR SPOTLIGHT
Meet Keith
Keith is a resident of Northeast 
Philadelphia and had recently graduated 
from G.W. Carver High School of 
Engineering and Science. He is now a 
first year student at Williamson College of 
the Trades, for Power Plant Technology. 

He has always been interested in 
engineering and working with his hands. It started with reading car 
books and going to car shows with his dad. He then enjoyed going 
to mechanic shops and helping work on cars. This helped him 
realize that he loved building things and working with his hands. 

He is currently attending Williamson College of the Trades and 
loves it. He’s learning many skills such as wiring, pipe cutting, how 
to work on boilers, and how power plants generate heat and power. 
He hopes to have a career as a power plant operator or in boiler 
maintenance. Additionally, he wants to be able to teach a newer 
generation about power plant technology when he eventually 
retires because there are not many people able to fill that role 
now. None of that would be or will be possible without the support 
of Brighter Horizon.

Meet Jonax
Jonax is a resident of Northeast 
Philadelphia and a Junior at 
Cristo Rey Philadelphia High School.

He lives with his mom and dad who never 
completed higher education beyond high 
school. Both are not from the mainland of 
the United States. Whether it’s his mom from 

Puerto Rico or his dad from Ecuadowr, he has grown up in a Hispanic 
household with Spanish all around him. He is also the youngest sibling.

Jonax has managed to keep a 4.0 GPA within every graded marking 
period. He enjoys school and enjoys socializing with others. While in 
school he spends his time focusing and working, and his after school 
involve expanding upon his passions and hobbies like gardening with 
the garden club, or 3d printing and doing stem-related projects with the 
STEAM club. He works so hard to make sure that he can get where he 
wants so that he can achieve as much as possible. 

His ultimate goal is to make sure he gets into a good college next 
year, and to take advantage of this opportunity that Brighter Horizon 
is providing through all of their support. He strives to be a straight A 
student and puts in continuous effort and time to achieve this beyond 
the classroom. At the moment, he is currently studying hard and getting 
ready for SATs but afterward, he is hitting the ground running in the 
college search to pursue his dreams!

*990 filings and other information available at www.brighterhorizonfoundation.org or upon request. 2022 financials are unaudited.

$15,000
TUTORING



PARTNERSHIPS

CLASS OF 2027

James Benjamin Emily

Charity Jada John Aiden

THANKFUL FOR YOU 2022 DONORS

Our partners are critical in helping us to identify motivated, deserving first-generation students who 
can use the support of Brighter Horizon to achieve their goals of attaining a four-year college degree. 

We could not do this without their support, and we are proud of our work together.

$25,000+
The Bright Family

Patricia Kind Foundation
The Slavitt Family

The Hecksher Foundation
WSFS Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
The Deavens FamilyIndependence 

Blue Cross 
Highmark Inc.

Deborah Rice and Blair Johnson 
Alan & Karen Krigstein 

Seybert Foundation
The Grace S. and W. Linton Nelson 

Foundation
William Penn Foundation 

NorthMarq Advisors 
Anonymous

Accenture Inc.
TD Bank Foundation

Hamilton Family Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999
Brian and Christine Lobley

Iyah and Sylvia Romm
Kathryn and Kenneth Chenault, Sr.

Anonymous
The Allen Hilles Fund 

Emergency Aid of PA Foundation
National Life Group 

Relay Network
Paula Sunshine & Bob Kagan 

Greg & Patty Kozlowski 
UST Global AmeriHealth New Jersey 

Elliott-Lewis Corporation
American Heritage 

Federal Credit Union
The Gordon Charter Foundation 

Labcorp Foundation
$1,000 – $4,999

Univest Bank
The Do Gooders

Michael & Renee Vennera

Alana & O’Neal Robinson 
Michael & Lisa Santare

Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
E. Terry Booker
K’ya Jackson
Megan Vesely

Nicole Gold
Charlton Monsanto 

Anthony and Lisa Maleno
Dr. Levi and Maria Thompson 

Stephan & Rona Roker 
Richard & Elizabeth Lauro 

William & Debbie Haggett David 
and Inez Lewis 

Joseph and Amy Frick
Dr. Virginia Calega 

Xponance Asset Management 
Dr. Robbin Smart 

Joel Catindig
Talson Solutions

Robert W. and Marie K.Bogle Foundation



THANKFUL FOR YOU 2022 DONORS (CONTINUED)
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Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
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William Sasso
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CARE Fund USLI
Catherine and Nick Alessi
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Michael Hall
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Sean and CIndy Woodroffe
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Kenneth Chenault Jr. and Taylor Bright
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Deepa Mischler
Dr. Virginia Calega

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Haggett
Kathryn Galarneau

Michael Hall
Deepa Mischler

UNDER $1,000 – SO THANKFUL FOR ALL OF YOU! 

SAVE THE DATE!
BRIGHTER HORIZON FOUNDATION’S 4TH ANNUAL

COLLEGE REVEAL EVENT
SATURDAY | JUNE 3, 2023

6:00PM –10:00PM
Commonwealth Chateau at Chestnut Hill College 

9220 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL CELEBRATION 
where we will honor our college Scholars who have worked so 

hard to achieve their goals, and reveal where our seniors will be 
attending college in the fall of 2023 as first-generation students!

ZYBREANASABARINJAMIE GISELLEDANIELLE 

EDUCATING THE FIRST GENERATION

THE COLLEGE REVEAL

COME JOIN US!
A fun, casual event in person! 

Wear your college alumni or favorite 
college team gear!




